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is they think they are going to hurt
President Obama, who they are so
upset because he got reelected and re-
elected very easily.

I say to them, if you oppose a nomi-
nee, let’s have a debate on the nomina-
tion and then vote. Do not delay a vote
on a career Foreign Service officer who
has worked his or her entire life to be-
come an ambassador. Do not delay na-
tional security personnel who are need-
ed to protect our Nation. Do not delay
key staff people at the Cabinet level
from doing their work for the Amer-
ican people.

I do not expect Republicans to give
their unanimous consent to every
nominee on the calendar. Rather, Sen-
ate Democrats are asking that Repub-
licans legislate in good faith. Let’s
look at these. If there is something
wrong with them, let’s debate them. If
nominees are deserving of their unani-
mous support—and most of them come
out of the committees unanimously—
why waste the Senate’s time by block-
ing confirmation of these individuals?
There is no reason for doing that.

We have so much to address over the
coming weeks. We are going to vote on
the sportsmen’s bill tonight. We have
the highway bill, the emergency sup-
plemental, manufacturing legislation.
We are going to do something about
the Hobby Lobby legislation we need to
correct. There is so much we have to
do. We have terrorism insurance. We
have to do that. The Export-Import
Bank, we have to do that. But we are
being stopped from doing all of that.

We have more than enough to keep
us busy. That is an understatement. So
what we are doing, instead of doing the
things necessary for the American peo-
ple, is we are being forced, because of
the obstruction of the Republicans, to
sit here and struggle through a few
nominations that we can work out by
spending 8 hours on this one, 4 hours on
that one, 30 hours on this one. It is
really unfair to the American people.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

Mr. President, would the Chair an-
nounce the business of the day.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will be in a period of morning
business until 5:30 p.m., with Senators
permitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each.

Mr. REID. I suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SESSIONS. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the order for the quorum call
be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

IMMIGRATION
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, the
crisis at our border continues

unabated. It is a crisis that should
never ever have occurred. It occurred
as a direct result of the failure of the
leadership of the United States, the
clarity of our message, and our willing-
ness to enforce simple, plain immigra-
tion laws.

Last week, we reached the point
where the President of the TUnited
States—who is directly responsible for
sending messages and effecting policies
that encourage the flow of immigration
to the United States, announced he
would be asking Congress—us—to co-
operate with him and provide him with
$2 billion in additional funds to deal
with the humanitarian crisis—a crisis,
as I indicated, that was produced as a
result of his activities.

In the same breath at that moment
when he asked for more money to take
care of the crisis, he announced he will
deliberately and openly go around the
Congress of the United States and the
Constitution and unilaterally change
immigration law again through an ex-
ecutive policy.

The President said:

. . . today, I'm beginning a new effort to
fix as much of our immigration system as I
can on my own, without Congress. As a first
step, I'm directing the Secretary of Home-
land Security and the Attorney General [di-
recting them] to move available and appro-
priate resources from our interior to the bor-
der.

He further said:

I have also directed Secretary Johnson and
Attorney General Holder to identify addi-
tional actions my administration can take
on our own, within my existing legal au-
thorities, to do what Congress refuses to do
and fix as much of our immigration system
as we can. I expect their recommendations
before the end of the summer and I intend to
adopt those recommendations without fur-
ther delay.

The problem is that we have laws.
Congress has established laws. The
President wanted to change those laws,
and Congress made a decision. The de-
cision was not to change those laws,
and those laws remain in effect. As
President of the United States of
America, he has the highest duty to see
that the laws of the United States are
faithfully executed.

Remember now, the President is the
chief law enforcement officer in Amer-
ica. The FBI answers to him, the Drug
Enforcement Administration answers
to him, the Department of Justice—he
appoints the top officials, and they an-
swer to him. So does Border Patrol,
and so do Immigration and Customs
Enforcement officers, immigration offi-
cers throughout, and the Secretary of
Homeland Security. It is his adminis-
tration, and he has used powers to go
beyond—that I am aware of—what any
President has used to basically declare:
I will not enforce the laws passed by
Congress. I am going to change those
laws—I don’t have to change them; I
am just going to direct my officers not
to carry them out, not to enforce them.
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Another thing he said was that young
people here would not be deported. He
invited a number of them to the White
House. As a result, the word got out in
Central America particularly that if
you come to the United States as a
young person—a parent could bring
them or brother and sister—and you
get into the United States, you will not
be deported; you will be allowed to
stay, and you could get a permiso—
that is, you would be released on bail
into some family member’s custody
and you could show up at some point in
the future to have a hearing. I have
heard it is maybe as many as 500 days
before a hearing occurs. And who is
going to go and look for these individ-
uals when they don’t show up for court,
as is continuously happening in high
numbers, not showing up for court?

So to me it is disturbing that we are
in this situation. And make no mistake
about it—$2 billion is a lot of money.
We work hard around here to try to
pay for things we need to by saving
money here and saving money there,
and now the President just sends over a
message: I am going to demand $2 bil-
lion.

We have to take care of the children.
We can’t leave them in a circumstance
where they are not fed or taken care of
or in a safe condition. I guess we will
have to find some money to do that.
But the question is, How did it happen?
Why did it happen? And $2 billion is
more than the general fund budget of
the State of Alabama, which is where I
am from. An extra $2 billion is a lot of
money—extra money this year. Why?
Because in 2011 we had 6,000 unaccom-
panied children apprehended at the
border, and this year we are projected
to have 90,000. That is why the Presi-
dent says we need $2 billion more—be-
cause the message got out, the word
got out: You can come to America and,
as a young person, you won’t be de-
ported.

In fact—and Congress doesn’t know it
fully at this point, but, in fact, that is
true. Young people coming to America
unlawfully from Central and South
America, other than Mexico, are being
allowed to stay, and it encourages
more.

We have to have a lawful system of
immigration, a system that serves the
national interests. A lawful system
means one that is carried out effec-
tively and efficiently. It is wrong and
it is immoral to create a system in
which there is no law, where laws are
violated willy-nilly and nothing is ever
done about it. That is not healthy at
all for any nation, and I would submit
clearly that any nation must maintain
the integrity of its borders. Failing to
do so undermines the very sovereignty
of that nation. No nation in the world
that I am aware of maintains open bor-
ders. If you are not going to maintain
open borders, then you have to set up
standards for application and admis-
sion, and then if you establish those
standards, you have to carry them out
fairly and objectively.
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